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SPIR, AFRIKAN ALEXANDROVICH (1837-1890), Russian metaphysician. Born in Yelizavetgrad
(Kirovograd) in the Ukraine, the son of a Russian doctor and a mother of Greek descent, Spir became
interested in philosophy when, at the age of 16, he read Kant's Critique of Pure Reason, a work which was to
have a profound influence on him. He received no formal education in philosophy, however, and
consequently never gained entry into philosophical circles, either in his native country or in Germany, where
he settled in 1867. Spir attended a naval cadet school. He received both the Order of St George and the Order
of St. Andrew for his services as a naval officer. Before leaving Russia, he freed all his serfs and gave them
land and lodging. He also gave away most of his money and lived on the income from the remainder. In 1869
Spir wrote that only two human activities have real worth- socially useful work and intimate discourse
among people who think alike, yet in his lifetime Spir was denied both of these; indeed, few philosophers
have been so isolated or ignored.

During the 15 years Spir lived in Germany he published many articles and several books, including his major
philosophical work, Denken und Wirklichkeit ("Thought and Reality"; Leipzig, 1873), but notices and
reviews were few. Bad health cut him off even further from the world. Hoping for a more receptive audience
among French-speaking readers, Spir moved to Switzerland in 1882, but his work remained unknown and his
views not understood. He died in Geneva, a Swiss citizen, just as his writing was beginning to attract
attention.

Spir's later writings are on the whole restatements and clarifications of the metaphysical views presented in
Denken und Wirklichkeit, which he felt might have been neglected because of its difficulty. In Denken und
Wirklichkeit Spir argued that the task of philosophy is to seek absolutely true knowledge. In order to carry
out this task, two immediately certain facts must be recognized: consciousness and the supreme law of
thought, the principle of identity. This principle is the expression of a norm, of the a priori concept of the
unconditioned, that is, of an object which is its own essence and is self-identical. To deny this concept is to
deny that it can be conceived and, hence, that it can be denied. The principle of identity is seen to be the one
synthetic a priori principle.

To the subjective necessity of this norm is added an objective proof: All our experience disagrees with it and,
therefore, it cannot be a mere generalization from experience. Finally, the principle of identity adds
something to experience: All phenomena are organized as if they were self-identical; therefore the principle
of identity is the condition of all the regularity of experience.

The unconditioned is, then, the norm, true essence, or God. The unconditioned, however, is not the source or
ground of the conditioned: The norm cannot be the source of the abnormal, which contains elements of
falsity foreign to the absolute. The relation of the absolute to the phenomenal can best be described
analogously, as the relation of an object to its false idea. Having no relation to true being, the phenomenal
world simply cannot be explained, its principle can only be thought of as its very abnormality, as its nonself-
identity, as becoming. Hence the phenomenal world has no beginning and no end. On the other hand, since it
is conditioned by becoming, it strives for and evolves to what it is not, the normal. In man, empirical nature
has evolved to consciousness, to the awareness of its abnormality. In this awareness man recognizes a norm.
Thus he rises above empirical nature and sees the law of his true being as the law not of nature but of the
norm, as the laws of morality and logic. Thus morality rises above natural science and, since the moral law is
the norm, morality becomes religion.
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MARY-BARBARA ZELDIN

Coup (IImup). Adpuxan Anexcannpoud /1837-1890/,pycckuii meradusuk. Pommiics B EnucaBerrpane /
KupoBorpan/, Ha VYkpauHe, CBHIH pYyCCKOTO Bpaua M MaTepu TPEUYEeCcCKOro mpoucxoxaeHus. Crup
3amHTepecoBaics ¢uiocodueii, korna, B Bospacre 16 set, on npouen "Kpuruky uucroro pazyma" Kanra -
paboTy, koTOopast umela yooKoe BiAusiHUE HA Hero. OH He noay4uil (puiaocopckoro oopa3oBaHus U HUKOLIA
CJIeJTOBAaTeIbHO He OBLT BXOXK B (QMIOCOPCKHUE KPYr'HM HU B CBOEH pOAHON cTpaHe HU B [epmaHum, rie oH
nocenwicss B 1867 romy. Crimp y4wmicst B MOPCKOM KameTckoil mikosie. OH ObUT HArpaxJaeH OpPIIEHOM CB.
I'eoprus u opaeHoMm cB. AHupes 3a CBowo ciayx0y B kadecTBe Mopckoro oduiepa. Ilepen orbe3gom u3
Poccun, o 0cBOOOIMIT BceX CBOMX KPECThSH KPETIOCTHBIX U HAJCNWIT UX 3eMJIel 1 skuibeM. OH TakKe OTaal
OOJBIITYIO YaCTh CBOUX JICHET M UJ C TPOLIEHTa OT ocTainbHbIX. B 1869 rogy Cnup mucan, 4To TOJBKO J1Ba
BUJIa YEIIOBEUECKOM /JeATeTbHOCTH UMEIOT peajbHYI0 IIEHHOCTh - OOIECTBEHHO MOJIE3Has JIEATEIbHOCTh U
ONMM3KME OTHOIIEHUS C JIIOABMH, KOTOPBIE JyMAIOT CXOAHO ¢ ToOoi. OmHako npu xu3Hu Criup HE UMEN HH
TOTO, HU JApyroro. Mano krto w3 QmiocodoB ObUT HACTOIBKO H30JUPOBAH U WTHOPUPOBAJICS CBOUMH
COBPEMEHHUKAMH.

B teuenue 15 net, xotopreie Criup npokun B ['epManuu, oH ommyOIMKOBalI MHOTO CTaTel M HECKOJIBKO KHHUT,
BKJIFOYasi CBOIO TIIaBHYIO (ritocodekyro padbory "Meinuienne u nercrButenbHOCTh, Jlewnmur, 1873, HO
OTKJIMKOB M peleH3nii Ha HuX Obuto Mano. Crnaboe 310poBbe erie Oosnblie oTAemnsio ero oT Mupa. Hanesich
Ha OoJibllIee TOHMMaHUE CO CTOPOHBI (PpaHIty3ckoil myonuku, Crup nepeexain B LlBeiinaputo B 1882 rony, Ho
ero pabora ocrajgach HEM3BECTHOM, a ero B3mIAAbl He Obuin moHATHl. OH ymep B JKeneBe, Oyayuu
IIBEHIIAPCKUM MTOIJaHHBIM, MMEHHO B TO BpEMs, KOTJja €ro TPY/Ibl CTalIu MPUBJIEKaTh BHUMAHHE.

bonee nmo3gnue counnenns Crmpa B EJIOM SIBISIOTCS IIOBTOPEHHEM U Pa3bsICHEHHEM €ro MeTapu3NueCcKUuX
B3JI5,710B, NIPEZCTaBICHbIX B "MBIIINIEHUH U IECTBUTEIHLHOCTH", KOTOPBIE, KAK OH YyBCTBOBAJ, OyIyT 3a0bIThI
u3-3a UX CIOXKHOCTH. B "Mpiutenun u aeictButenbHocTu", Cridp J0Ka3bIBaeT, 4To 3ajaa4a puiaocopuu -
IOUCK a0CONIIOTHO TOYHOro 3HaHus. C Lenblo BBIIOJIHEHUS 3TOM 3alauyd HEeoOXOAMMO MNpHU3HATh IBa
0e3ycloBHBIX (haKkTa: CO3HAHME M BEPXOBHBIM 3aKOH MBICIM OMHUPAIOTCS HA MPHUHIUI COOTBETCTBHS. DTOT
NPUHIAI SBJISIETCS BBIPAKEHWEM HOPMBI, allpHOPHON CYITHOCTBIO O€3yCIOBHOTO, T.€. 00bEKTa, KOTOPHII
SIBJIACTCSA Cy6CTaHHI/I€I71 U CAMOHNJACHTHUYCH. OTpI/ILIaTB OTY KOHLCTILWIO 3HAYUT HC MMPU3HABATDb, YTO OHA MOXKCT
ObITh IO3HAHa M, CIEAOBAaTE€IbHO, YTO OHAa MOXET ObITh oTpullaeMa. [IpuHIEN WAEHTHYHOCTU
paccMarpuBaeTcs Kak CHHTETHYECKUI allpMOPHBIN IPUHLIMII.

K cyObekTuHONH HEOOXOAMMOCTH 3TOH HOPMBI 100aBiIsieTcss 0OBEKTUBHOE 10KA3aTeIbCTBO: BECh HAlll OMBIT
MIPOTUBOPEUUT 3TOMY, ¥ ITOTOMY, 3TO HE MOKET OBITh MPOCTHIM 0000IIeHneM onbiTa. Y, HakoHeIl, MPUHIUI
WJICHTUYHOCTH (COOTBETCTBHS) JIOTIONHSET OMBIT: BCE SIBJICHUSI OPTaHM30BaHBI TaK, YTO OHH COOTBETCTBYIOT
camMu cebe (CaMOMJEHTHYHBI); IOITOMY NPUHIUI HIACHTUYHOCTH SBISIETCS YCIOBHEM PErYISPHOCTH
(mopsiaka) B OMBITE.

besycnoBHoe, T.0., - 3TO HOpMa, MCTHHHAs CYIWIHOCTb WM bor. be3ycioBHOE, OnHAKO, HE SIBISICTCS
MCTOYHHKOM HIIM TOYBOM OOYCIIOBJICHHOTO: HOpMa HE MOXKET OBITh MCTOYHHUKOM aHOPMAJIbHOTO, KOTOPOE
COJZIEPKUT AJIEMEHTHI HeMpaBesibHbIe, UyK/ible adcomoTHOMY. OTHOLIEHHE aDCOIIOTHOTO K (PEHOMEHAIBHOMY
MOJKET JIy4YIlle BCET0 OBITh OMUCAHO MO aHAJIOTY, KaK OTHOIIEHHEe 00bheKTa K HEBEpHOU ujee o HeM. He numes
OTHOIUCHHUSA K HCTUHHOMY 6BITI/IIO, MHUD SIBJICHUN OpOCTO HE MOKCT 6BITI) O6’b${CHeH, a Cro MpUHIMIT MOXKECT
MBICIATECSI TOJBKO KaK €ro COOCTBEHHAs AHOPMAJIbHOCTb, KaK COOTBCTCTBUC HHUYCMY, KaK CTAHOBAIICCCA.
Ortcrona ciiefyet, YTo MHUp sBJeHUH ((eHOMEHaNnbHBI MHp) HE MMeeT HM Hadana HU KoHna. C apyroif
CTOPOHBI, T.K. OH O6YCJ'IOBJ'IGH CTAHOBALIUMCSA, OH CTPCMUTCH U 3BOJTHOLNUOHHUPYCT B TO, YCM HC SBJISICTCS, B
HOpMY. B denoBeke sSMmMpuYecKoe Hadajao NpeBpamaercs B CO3HAHHWE, B OCO3HAHHE COOCTBEHHOM
AHOPMAIBHOCTU. B 3TOM OCO3HAaHWU 4YENOBEK MpPU3HAET HOpMY. TakuMm 0Opa3oM, OH MOJHUMAETCS Hal
SMIIUPUUECKON MPUPOAOH M BUIUT 3aKOH CBOETO MCTUHHOTO OBITHS KaK 3aKOH HE NMPHUPOBI, a HOPMBI, KaKk
3aKOHBI MOpaiau (HPaBCTBEHHOCTH) M JOTUKH. [loceMy HpaBCTBEHHOCTh (MOpajb) TOCIOACTBYET Haj
€CTECTBEHHOM HayKOH M, MOCKOJIbKY MOPAJbHbII 3aKOH €CTh HOPMa, HPABCTBEHHOCTb CTAHOBUTCS PEJIUTHEH.

Mapu-Bbapbapa 3envoun.
Ilepesoo Haodeoxncovl Kapnenxko.



